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Commissioner David Hochschild, Chair; via: David.Hochschild@energy.ca.gov
Commissioner Patricia Monahan; via: Patricia.Monahan@energy.ca.gov
Commissioner Janea Scott; via: Janea.Scott@energy.ca.gov

Commissioner Karen Douglas; via: Karen.Douglas@energy.ca.gov
Commissioner Andrew McAllister via:; Andrew.McAllister@energy.ca.gov

Re. Docket number: 17-EVI-01
Dear Commissioners:

I join my colleagues to express strong support for requiring workforce training for the
installation and maintenance of electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE) systems or
“charging stations” that are installed under California Energy Commission programs.

As the former Fire Chief for the City of Sacramento, [ have been involved in assuring that
first responders and other stake holders are properly trained to handle EVSE in emergency
situations. I continue these efforts today as a fire safety consultant to industry.

The safe and reliable installation of EVSE systems necessitates specialized knowledge and
training. Installation of EVSE systems requires adhering to an extensive list of standards,
electrical codes, and workmanship requirements. Improperly installed EVSE systems and
infrastructure can result in fire, explosions, electric shock, severe damage to chargers and
cars, and other hazardous situations.

This letter supports requiring installers of EVSE to have Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
Training Program (EVITP) training and certification. EVITP is the only comprehensive non-
profit, brand neutral training and certification available for EVSE installation, and is a well-
established, regularly updated national program. EVITP was developed in 2012 in
cooperation with auto manufacturers, utilities, training institutions, contractors, and other
EV industry stakeholders.

A CEC EVITP requirement will ensure that all installers of CEC subsidized EVSE projects
will have the advanced training necessary to ensure safe and proper installation. With the
growth of clean transportation so critical to meeting our clean air mandates, public health
goals, and GHG reduction targets, public acceptance of, and enthusiasm for, EVs is critical.
There are tens of thousands of gasoline and diesel vehicle fires annually and they rarely if
ever make the news. One EV related fire - even if there are no serious injuries - is a front
page story. While not fair, that negative publicity really hurts progress towards EV
acceptance and achieving California’s clean transportation goals. EVITP not only reduces








